It has been 15 years since Cell Research was launched in 1990. At that time, Chinese scientists rarely published their work in non-Chinese journals, and China did not have a major English journal of its own in life sciences. In a way, Cell Research was born at the right time, in the right place, and with the right kind of people guiding its development. The rise of Cell Research as China's leading journal publishing peer-reviewed articles in basic life sciences has paralleled the rapid development of the Chinese economy in general and the science and technology sector in particular over the same period. The current economic trend should allow even more rapid advances in the life sciences which will ensure a healthy growth of Cell Research in years to come. Thus, we are confident that Cell Research has a brighter future.
The success of Cell Research today would not have been possible without the tremendous contribution by one distinguished scientist, Professor Zhen Yao. Professor Yao was the founding Editor-in-Chief of Cell Research and served in this role until he passed away a month ago at the age of 90. I could only imagine how much arduous work he had to put in at the age of 75 while launching this journal, and I have personally witnessed his great efforts in the last ten years as he cared for the journal like one of his own grandchildren. Chang; and all the members of the Editorial Board. With the sad passing of Professor Yao, I will be taking on the editorial leadership of Cell Research. To help me in this task, there will be a new Editorial Board. I am confident that together we will work towards a better and brighter future for this journal.
Currently, Cell Research has a relatively good Impact Factor and is also indexed and/or abstracted by the major worldwide biomedical databases. Cell Research has recently signed a partnership agreement with Nature Publishing Group (NPG), thus, is now published by NPG as a partner journal starting from this issue. This new partnership will provide many benefits to our authors and readers. Papers published in the journal will enjoy much better exposure, more press coverage and quicker publication than before through nature.com. Readers of the journal worldwide will be able to access the best research from China. At the mean time, the number of contributions from highly-respected scientists throughout the world is expected to increase with the committed support from NPG. Science is a truly international discipline and in keeping with this spirit Cell Research will continue to aim to become a leading international journal in life sciences with a specific emphasis on basic cell biology and molecular cell biological research.
The journey to reach this goal is likely to be a long one but the outcome of this journey is certain. I have no doubt that Cell Research will continue to grow and prosper as a journal of, by, and for the global scientific community.
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